Preface  by unknown
Linear Algebra and its Applications 434 (2011) 1611–1612
Contents lists available at ScienceDirect
Linear Algebra and its Applications
journal homepage: www.elsevier .com/locate/ laa
Preface
An international conference entitled “Linear and Numerical Linear Algebra: Theory, Methods and
Applications"washeld atNorthern IllinoisUniversity (NIU) onAugust 12–14, 2009. The conferencewas
sponsoredby the InstituteofMathematics and itsApplications (IMA)at theUniversityofMinnesotaand
IMA sponsoring institutions:Northern Illinois University, Kent StateUniversity, University of Kentucky,
and University of Wyoming. The Chair of the organizing committee was Biswa Nath Datta.
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This special issue of Linear Algebra and its Applications (LAA) includes refereed papers associated
with several presentations at the conference. The following major themes are addressed in these
papers: Core Linear Algebra, Numerical Linear Algebra and Optimization, and Applications of Linear
and Numerical Linear Algebra to several areas of science and technology, including Signal and Image
Processing, Active Vibration Control, Finite Element Model Updating, and Robust Control.
We hope that the conference together with this special issue of LAA will help promote the further
cross-fertilizationbetween fast-spaceddevelopment in linear andnumerical linear algebra and several
areas of science and technology.
We express our sincere appreciation to the IMA and the two sponsoring institutions, Northern
IllinoisUniversityandUniversityofWyoming, for theirfinancial support. Throughout theentireprocess
of organizing this conference andputting together thesefinalmanuscripts,we received continuous and
enthusiastic support fromvarious colleagues, organizers, referees, and authors.We sincerely thank the
following other members of the organizing committee of this conference: Greg Ammar, Karabi Datta,
Sien Deng, Yoopyo Hong, Vadim Olshevsky, Bryan Shader, and Vadim Sokolov.
Special thanks are due to two people: Richard Brualdi of University of Wisconsin-Madison and
William Blair of Northern Illinois University. Professor Brualdi, as the joint Editor-in-Chief of LAA,
initiated the publication of this special issue and took care of all the editorial details in an extremely
efficient way. Professor Blair who, at the time of the conference, was the Chair of the Department
of Mathematical Sciences of NIU took a special interest in this conference and gave his professional
support throughout its organization and during the conference as well.
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